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Bible Study on “The Passion To Know, Love, And Become Like Jesus Christ”  

International Council 2003 
 

Research the Scripture passages listed and add others from your own research in 

order to gain understanding of the answers to the following questions.  Jot your 

thoughts in the right-hand column. Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you study 

and interact with other believers if desired. 

 

A. Overview 

 

1. What is the role of Jesus Christ in the 

purposes of God? 

 

Isaiah 53:1-12 (NIV)   

    Who has believed our message 

        and to whom has the arm of the Lord been 

revealed?  

    [2] He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 

        and like a root out of dry ground. 

    He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 

        nothing in his appearance that we should desire 

him.  

    [3] He was despised and rejected by men, 

        a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. 

    Like one from whom men hide their faces 

        he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

  

    [4] Surely he took up our infirmities 

        and carried our sorrows, 

    yet we considered him stricken by God, 

        smitten by him, and afflicted.  

    [5] But he was pierced for our transgressions, 

        he was crushed for our iniquities; 

    the punishment that brought us peace was upon 

him, 

        and by his wounds we are healed.  

    [6] We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

        each of us has turned to his own way; 

    and the Lord has laid on him 

        the iniquity of us all. 

  

    [7] He was oppressed and afflicted, 

        yet he did not open his mouth; 

    he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 

        and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, 

        so he did not open his mouth.  
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    [8] By oppression and judgment he was taken 

away. 

        And who can speak of his descendants? 

    For he was cut off from the land of the living; 

        for the transgression of my people he was 

stricken.  

    [9] He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 

        and with the rich in his death, 

    though he had done no violence, 

        nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

  

    [10] Yet it was the Lord's will to crush him and 

cause him to suffer, 

        and though the Lord makes his life a guilt 

offering, 

    he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 

        and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.  

    [11] After the suffering of his soul, 

        he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 

    by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify 

many, 

        and he will bear their iniquities.  

    [12] Therefore I will give him a portion among the 

great, 

        and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 

    because he poured out his life unto death, 

        and was numbered with the transgressors. 

    For he bore the sin of many, 

        and made intercession for the transgressors.  

 

Matthew 1:21 (NIV)   

    She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 

him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 

from their sins."  

 

Matthew 4:17 (NIV)   

    From that time on Jesus began to preach, 

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."  

 

Matthew 4:18-19 (NIV)   

    As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, 

he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his 

brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the 

lake, for they were fishermen. [19] "Come, follow 

me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of 

men."  
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Matthew 4:21 (NIV)   

    Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, 

James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They 

were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing 

their nets. Jesus called them,  

 

Matthew 4:23 (NIV)   

    Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their 

synagogues, preaching the good news of the 

kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness 

among the people.  

 

Matthew 9:35 (NIV)   

    Jesus went through all the towns and villages, 

teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good 

news of the kingdom and healing every disease and 

sickness.  

 

Matthew 10:5-23 (NIV)   

    These twelve Jesus sent out with the following 

instructions: "Do not go among the Gentiles or enter 

any town of the Samaritans. [6] Go rather to the 

lost sheep of Israel. [7] As you go, preach this 

message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' [8] Heal 

the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have 

leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, 

freely give. [9] Do not take along any gold or silver 

or copper in your belts; [10] take no bag for the 

journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or a staff; for 

the worker is worth his keep.  

    [11] "Whatever town or village you enter, search 

for some worthy person there and stay at his house 

until you leave. [12] As you enter the home, give it 

your greeting. [13] If the home is deserving, let your 

peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to 

you. [14] If anyone will not welcome you or listen to 

your words, shake the dust off your feet when you 

leave that home or town. [15] I tell you the truth, it 

will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on 

the day of judgment than for that town. [16] I am 

sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore 

be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.  

    [17] "Be on your guard against men; they will hand 

you over to the local councils and flog you in their 

synagogues. [18] On my account you will be brought 
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before governors and kings as witnesses to them 

and to the Gentiles. [19] But when they arrest you, 

do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At 

that time you will be given what to say, [20] for it 

will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your 

Father speaking through you.  

    [21] "Brother will betray brother to death, and a 

father his child; children will rebel against their 

parents and have them put to death. [22] All men 

will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm 

to the end will be saved. [23] When you are 

persecuted in one place, flee to another. I tell you 

the truth, you will not finish going through the cities 

of Israel before the Son of Man comes.  

 

Matthew 10:24-25 (NIV)   

    "A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant 

above his master. [25] It is enough for the student 

to be like his teacher, and the servant like his 

master. If the head of the house has been called 

Beelzebub, how much more the members of his 

household!  

 

John 1:1-5 (NIV)   

    In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God. [2] He was with 

God in the beginning.  

    [3] Through him all things were made; without him 

nothing was made that has been made. [4] In him 

was life, and that life was the light of men. [5] The 

light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has 

not understood it.  

 

John 1:10-14 (NIV)   

    He was in the world, and though the world was 

made through him, the world did not recognize him. 

[11] He came to that which was his own, but his own 

did not receive him. [12] Yet to all who received him, 

to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 

to become children of God-- [13] children born not 

of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 

husband's will, but born of God.  

    [14] The Word became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 

of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full 

of grace and truth.  
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John 1:17-18 (NIV)   

    For the law was given through Moses; grace and 

truth came through Jesus Christ. [18] No one has 

ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at 

the Father's side, has made him known.  

 

Col. 1:13-20 (NIV)   

    For he has rescued us from the dominion of 

darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the 

Son he loves, [14] in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins.  

    [15] He is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn over all creation. [16] For by him all things 

were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible 

and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 

authorities; all things were created by him and for 

him. [17] He is before all things, and in him all things 

hold together. [18] And he is the head of the body, 

the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn 

from among the dead, so that in everything he might 

have the supremacy. [19] For God was pleased to 

have all his fullness dwell in him, [20] and through 

him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things 

on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 

through his blood, shed on the cross.  

 

Hebrews 1:1-4 (NIV)   

    In the past God spoke to our forefathers through 

the prophets at many times and in various ways, [2] 

but in these last days he has spoken to us by his 

Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 

through whom he made the universe. [3] The Son is 

the radiance of God's glory and the exact 

representation of his being, sustaining all things by 

his powerful word. After he had provided 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 

of the Majesty in heaven. [4] So he became as much 

superior to the angels as the name he has inherited 

is superior to theirs.  

 

Hebrews 4:14-16 (NIV)   

    Therefore, since we have a great high priest who 

has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 

God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. [15] 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
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sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 

who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--

yet was without sin. [16] Let us then approach the 

throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 

receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time 

of need.  

 

Hebrews 7:26-8:2 (NIV)   

    Such a high priest meets our need--one who is 

holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, 

exalted above the heavens. [27] Unlike the other 

high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices 

day after day, first for his own sins, and then for 

the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins 

once for all when he offered himself. [28] For the 

law appoints as high priests men who are weak; but 

the oath, which came after the law, appointed the 

Son, who has been made perfect forever.  

    [8:1] The point of what we are saying is this: We 

do have such a high priest, who sat down at the 

right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 

[2] and who serves in the sanctuary, the true 

tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by man.  

 

Hebrews 9:11-15 (NIV)   

    When Christ came as high priest of the good 

things that are already here, he went through the 

greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not 

man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. 

[12] He did not enter by means of the blood of goats 

and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once 

for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal 

redemption. [13] The blood of goats and bulls and 

the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are 

ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are 

outwardly clean. [14] How much more, then, will the 

blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 

offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our 

consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we 

may serve the living God!  

    [15] For this reason Christ is the mediator of a 

new covenant, that those who are called may receive 

the promised eternal inheritance--now that he has 

died as a ransom to set them free from the sins 

committed under the first covenant.  
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Hebrews 9:11-15 (NIV)   

    When Christ came as high priest of the good 

things that are already here, he went through the 

greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not 

man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. 

[12] He did not enter by means of the blood of goats 

and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once 

for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal 

redemption. [13] The blood of goats and bulls and 

the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are 

ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are 

outwardly clean. [14] How much more, then, will the 

blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 

offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our 

consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we 

may serve the living God!  

    [15] For this reason Christ is the mediator of a 

new covenant, that those who are called may receive 

the promised eternal inheritance--now that he has 

died as a ransom to set them free from the sins 

committed under the first covenant.  

 

Hebrews 10:11-14 (NIV)   

    Day after day every priest stands and performs 

his religious duties; again and again he offers the 

same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. [12] 

But when this priest had offered for all time one 

sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 

God. [13] Since that time he waits for his enemies to 

be made his footstool, [14] because by one sacrifice 

he has made perfect forever those who are being 

made holy.  

 

Rev. 22:1-6 (NIV)   

    Then the angel showed me the river of the water 

of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne 

of God and of the Lamb [2] down the middle of the 

great street of the city. On each side of the river 

stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, 

yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the 

tree are for the healing of the nations. [3] No 

longer will there be any curse. The throne of God 

and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants 

will serve him. [4] They will see his face, and his 

name will be on their foreheads. [5] There will be no 

more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or 
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the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them 

light. And they will reign for ever and ever.  

    [6] The angel said to me, "These words are 

trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the 

spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to show his 

servants the things that must soon take place." 

  

Rev. 22:12-13 (NIV)   

    "Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, 

and I will give to everyone according to what he has 

done. [13] I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First 

and the Last, the Beginning and the End.  

 

2. Why would I want to deeply know Jesus 

Christ? 

 

Hebrews 2:10-12 (NIV)   

    In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that 

God, for whom and through whom everything exists, 

should make the author of their salvation perfect 

through suffering. [11] Both the one who makes men 

holy and those who are made holy are of the same 

family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them 

brothers. [12] He says, 

 

    "I will declare your name to my brothers; 

        in the presence of the congregation I will sing 

your praises." 

  

Hebrews 4:14-16 (NIV)   

    Therefore, since we have a great high priest who 

has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 

God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. [15] 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 

who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--

yet was without sin. [16] Let us then approach the 

throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 

receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time 

of need.  

 

Philip. 3:7-14 (NIV)   

    But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss 

for the sake of Christ. [8] What is more, I consider 

everything a loss compared to the surpassing 

greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
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whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them 

rubbish, that I may gain Christ [9] and be found in 

him, not having a righteousness of my own that 

comes from the law, but that which is through faith 

in Christ--the righteousness that comes from God 

and is by faith. [10] I want to know Christ and the 

power of his resurrection and the fellowship of 

sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his 

death, [11] and so, somehow, to attain to the 

resurrection from the dead.  

    [12] Not that I have already obtained all this, or 

have already been made perfect, but I press on to 

take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold 

of me. [13] Brothers, I do not consider myself yet 

to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: 

Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what 

is ahead, [14] I press on toward the goal to win the 

prize for which God has called me heavenward in 

Christ Jesus.  

3. Is it possible for me to actually become like 

Jesus Christ? 

 

Romans 8:28-31 (NIV)   

    And we know that in all things God works for the 

good of those who love him, who have been called 

according to his purpose. [29] For those God 

foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 

the likeness of his Son, that he might be the 

firstborn among many brothers. [30] And those he 

predestined, he also called; those he called, he also 

justified; those he justified, he also glorified.  

    [31] What, then, shall we say in response to this? 

If God is for us, who can be against us?  

 

2 Cor. 3:17-18 (NIV)   

    Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit 

of the Lord is, there is freedom. [18] And we, who 

with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are 

being transformed into his likeness with ever-

increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is 

the Spirit.  

 

 

4. Why might I want to become like Jesus 

Christ? 

 

Romans 8:15-17 (NIV)   
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    For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a 

slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of 

sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." [16] The 

Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 

God's children. [17] Now if we are children, then we 

are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if 

indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we 

may also share in his glory.  

 

5. What difference would it make …in my life 

for me to become like Jesus Christ?  …in 

those around me for me to become like Jesus 

Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What various means are provided us to 

experientially know Jesus Christ? 

 

John 5:36-40 (NIV)   

    "I have testimony weightier than that of John. 

For the very work that the Father has given me to 

finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the 

Father has sent me. [37] And the Father who sent 

me has himself testified concerning me. You have 

never heard his voice nor seen his form, [38] nor 

does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe 

the one he sent. [39] You diligently study the 

Scriptures because you think that by them you 

possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that 

testify about me, [40] yet you refuse to come to me 

to have life.  

 

John 14:19-23 (NIV)   

    Before long, the world will not see me anymore, 

but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 

[20] On that day you will realize that I am in my 

Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. [21] 

Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is 

the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved 

by my Father, and I too will love him and show 
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myself to him."  

    [22] Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, "But, 

Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and 

not to the world?"  

    [23] Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will 

obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we 

will come to him and make our home with him.  

 

John 14:25-27 (NIV)   

    "All this I have spoken while still with you. [26] 

But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 

will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 

remind you of everything I have said to you. [27] 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not 

give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts 

be troubled and do not be afraid.  

 

7. Does Jesus want us to know Him?  Why? 

 

John 15:9-16 (NIV)   

    "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 

Now remain in my love. [10] If you obey my 

commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have 

obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his 

love. [11] I have told you this so that my joy may be 

in you and that your joy may be complete. [12] My 

command is this: Love each other as I have loved 

you. [13] Greater love has no one than this, that he 

lay down his life for his friends. [14] You are my 

friends if you do what I command. [15] I no longer 

call you servants, because a servant does not know 

his master's business. Instead, I have called you 

friends, for everything that I learned from my 

Father I have made known to you. [16] You did not 

choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go 

and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father 

will give you whatever you ask in my name.  

 

John 17:3 (NIV)   

    Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, 

the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have 

sent.  

 

John 17:20-24 (NIV)   

  "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for 

those who will believe in me through their message, 
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[21] that all of them may be one, Father, just as you 

are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so 

that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

[22] I have given them the glory that you gave me, 

that they may be one as we are one: [23] I in them 

and you in me. May they be brought to complete 

unity to let the world know that you sent me and 

have loved them even as you have loved me.  

[24]   "Father, I want those you have given me to be 

with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory 

you have given me because you loved me before the 

creation of the world.  

8. What lengths did Jesus go to to free me to 

deeply know him? 

 

Col. 2:13-23 (NIV)   

    When you were dead in your sins and in the 

uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you 

alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, [14] 

having canceled the written code, with its 

regulations, that was against us and that stood 

opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the 

cross. [15] And having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, 

triumphing over them by the cross.  

    [16] Therefore do not let anyone judge you by 

what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious 

festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 

[17] These are a shadow of the things that were to 

come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. [18] 

Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and 

the worship of angels disqualify you for the prize. 

Such a person goes into great detail about what he 

has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with 

idle notions. [19] He has lost connection with the 

Head, from whom the whole body, supported and 

held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as 

God causes it to grow.  

    [20] Since you died with Christ to the basic 

principles of this world, why, as though you still 

belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: [21] "Do 

not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? [22] These 

are all destined to perish with use, because they are 

based on human commands and teachings. [23] Such 

regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, 

with their self-imposed worship, their false humility 
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and their harsh treatment of the body, but they 

lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.  

 

Galatians 5:1-6 (NIV)   

    It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. 

Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be 

burdened again by a yoke of slavery.  

    [2] Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let 

yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value 

to you at all. [3] Again I declare to every man who 

lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to 

obey the whole law. [4] You who are trying to be 

justified by law have been alienated from Christ; 

you have fallen away from grace. [5] But by faith we 

eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness 

for which we hope. [6] For in Christ Jesus neither 

circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The 

only thing that counts is faith expressing itself 

through love.  

 

Luke 5:27-32 (NIV)   

    After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax 

collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax 

booth. "Follow me," Jesus said to him, [28] and Levi 

got up, left everything and followed him.  

    [29] Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at 

his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and 

others were eating with them. [30] But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged 

to their sect complained to his disciples, "Why do 

you eat and drink with tax collectors and 'sinners'?"  

    [31] Jesus answered them, "It is not the healthy 

who need a doctor, but the sick. [32] I have not 

come to call the righteous, but sinners to 

repentance."  

 

 

 

B. To Know Jesus Christ 

 

1. What could it be like to really know Jesus 

Christ? 

 

Rev. 1:12-19 (NIV)   

    I turned around to see the voice that was 

speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven 
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golden lampstands, [13] and among the lampstands 

was someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe 

reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash 

around his chest. [14] His head and hair were white 

like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like 

blazing fire. [15] His feet were like bronze glowing 

in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of 

rushing waters. [16] In his right hand he held seven 

stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-

edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all 

its brilliance.  

    [17] When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though 

dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: 

"Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. [18] I 

am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive 

for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and 

Hades.  

    [19] "Write, therefore, what you have seen, what 

is now and what will take place later.  

 

Rev. 2:18 (NIV)   

    "To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 

 

    These are the words of the Son of God, whose 

eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like 

burnished bronze.  

 

Rev. 5:11-14 (NIV)   

    Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, 

numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten 

thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the 

throne and the living creatures and the elders. [12] 

In a loud voice they sang: 

 

    "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

    to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 

strength 

    and honor and glory and praise!" 

  

    [13] Then I heard every creature in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all 

that is in them, singing: 

 

    "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

    be praise and honor and glory and power,  

            for ever and ever!"  
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[14] The four living creatures said, "Amen," and the 

elders fell down and worshiped.  

 

Rev. 19:11-16 (NIV)   

    I saw heaven standing open and there before me 

was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and 

True. With justice he judges and makes war. [12] 

His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are 

many crowns. He has a name written on him that no 

one knows but he himself. [13] He is dressed in a 

robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of 

God. [14] The armies of heaven were following him, 

riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, 

white and clean. [15] Out of his mouth comes a sharp 

sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will 

rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the 

winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 

[16] On his robe and on his thigh he has this name 

written: 

  

king of kings and lord of lords. 

  

 

 

C. To Love Jesus Christ 

1. How do people come to love Jesus Christ? 

 

Luke 7:36-47 (NIV)   

    Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have 

dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee's house 

and reclined at the table. [37] When a woman who 

had lived a sinful life in that town learned that 

Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she 

brought an alabaster jar of perfume, [38] and as she 

stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to 

wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them 

with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on 

them.  

    [39] When the Pharisee who had invited him saw 

this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, 

he would know who is touching him and what kind of 

woman she is--that she is a sinner."  

    [40] Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have 

something to tell you." 

    "Tell me, teacher," he said.  

    [41] "Two men owed money to a certain 

 



R. Stephens/Intl Council 16 5/03 

moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, 

and the other fifty. [42] Neither of them had the 

money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of 

both. Now which of them will love him more?"  

    [43] Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had 

the bigger debt canceled." 

    "You have judged correctly," Jesus said.  

    [44] Then he turned toward the woman and said 

to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your 

house. You did not give me any water for my feet, 

but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them 

with her hair. [45] You did not give me a kiss, but 

this woman, from the time I entered, has not 

stopped kissing my feet. [46] You did not put oil on 

my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 

[47] Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 

forgiven--for she loved much. But he who has been 

forgiven little loves little."  

 

1 John 4:15-21 (NIV)   

    If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of 

God, God lives in him and he in God. [16] And so we 

know and rely on the love God has for us. 

    God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and 

God in him. [17] In this way, love is made complete 

among us so that we will have confidence on the day 

of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 

[18] There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives 

out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. 

The one who fears is not made perfect in love.  

    [19] We love because he first loved us. [20] If 

anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he 

is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, 

whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not 

seen. [21] And he has given us this command: 

Whoever loves God must also love his brother.  

 

 

 

D. To Become Like Jesus Christ 

1. What is involved in the process of actually 

becoming like Jesus Christ? 

 

Hebrews 12:1-4 (NIV)   

    Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 

great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
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everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 

entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race 

marked out for us. [2] Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 

the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the 

joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its 

shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne 

of God. [3] Consider him who endured such 

opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow 

weary and lose heart.  

    [4] In your struggle against sin, you have not yet 

resisted to the point of shedding your blood.  

 

Hebrews 12:7-13 (NIV)   

    Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you 

as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his 

father? [8] If you are not disciplined (and everyone 

undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate 

children and not true sons. [9] Moreover, we have all 

had human fathers who disciplined us and we 

respected them for it. How much more should we 

submit to the Father of our spirits and live! [10] Our 

fathers disciplined us for a little while as they 

thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, 

that we may share in his holiness. [11] No discipline 

seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, 

however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and 

peace for those who have been trained by it.  

    [12] Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and 

weak knees. [13] "Make level paths for your feet," so 

that the lame may not be disabled, but rather 

healed.  

 

Hebrews 13:11-14 (NIV)   

    The high priest carries the blood of animals into 

the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies 

are burned outside the camp. [12] And so Jesus also 

suffered outside the city gate to make the people 

holy through his own blood. [13] Let us, then, go to 

him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore. 

[14] For here we do not have an enduring city, but 

we are looking for the city that is to come.  

 

 

 

E. Becoming Passionate About Jesus Christ 
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1.Why could someone become passionate about 

Jesus Christ? 

 

Hebrews 9:11-15 (NIV)   

    When Christ came as high priest of the good 

things that are already here, he went through the 

greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not 

man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. 

[12] He did not enter by means of the blood of goats 

and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once 

for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal 

redemption. [13] The blood of goats and bulls and 

the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are 

ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are 

outwardly clean. [14] How much more, then, will the 

blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 

offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our 

consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we 

may serve the living God!  

    [15] For this reason Christ is the mediator of a 

new covenant, that those who are called may receive 

the promised eternal inheritance--now that he has 

died as a ransom to set them free from the sins 

committed under the first covenant.  

 

Hebrews 10:11-14 (NIV)   

    Day after day every priest stands and performs 

his religious duties; again and again he offers the 

same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. [12] 

But when this priest had offered for all time one 

sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 

God. [13] Since that time he waits for his enemies to 

be made his footstool, [14] because by one sacrifice 

he has made perfect forever those who are being 

made holy.  

 

Hebrews 10:17-25 (NIV)   

Then he adds: 

 

    "Their sins and lawless acts 

        I will remember no more." 

  

[18] And where these have been forgiven, there is 

no longer any sacrifice for sin.  

    [19] Therefore, brothers, since we have 

confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the 

 



R. Stephens/Intl Council 19 5/03 

blood of Jesus, [20] by a new and living way opened 

for us through the curtain, that is, his body, [21] 

and since we have a great priest over the house of 

God, [22] let us draw near to God with a sincere 

heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 

sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 

having our bodies washed with pure water. [23] Let 

us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he 

who promised is faithful. [24] And let us consider 

how we may spur one another on toward love and 

good deeds. [25] Let us not give up meeting 

together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let 

us encourage one another--and all the more as you 

see the Day approaching.  

 

 

 

F. Based on what you have discovered in this study, why could someone become 

passionate about knowing, loving, and becoming like Jesus Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G. Next Steps 

1. Where am I currently at in knowing, loving, and becoming like Jesus Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What has God spoken to me about as I have pursued this study? 
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3. What steps lie before me in this area? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What would taking those steps require of me? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What will I do next regarding this opportunity? 

 

 

 

 

 

6. How can I enlist the help of others in this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. How can I enlist the help of the Godhead in this? 

 

 

 


