Leadership University
Core Components –
Character / Integrity
Character Development of a Leader:
David – Lessons from Relationships - Saul
Tom Yeakley - 2000

Character: Christlikeness; the fruit of the Spirit
“Character is developed in community, but tested in isolation.” - Bill Thrall
Lesson #1

Trusting God’s Sovereignty

1 Samuel 18:28-29
When Saul realized that the LORD was with David and that his daughter Michal loved David,
29Saul became still more afraid of him, and he remained his enemy the rest of his days.
1 Samuel 19:9-10
But an evil spirit from the LORD came upon Saul as he was sitting in his house with his spear in
his hand. While David was playing the harp, 10Saul tried to pin him to the wall with his spear,
but David eluded him as Saul drove the spear into the wall. That night David made good his
escape.
David was approximately 20 years of age when he fled from Saul and for the next ten years,
until anointed in Hebron as king, he was on the run from Saul (2 Sam. 5:4).
1 Sam. 19:1-2
1 Sam. 19:4
1 Sam. 19:11-12
1 Sam. 19:23
1 Sam. 20:32-35
1 Sam. 23:9-13
1 Sam. 23:14
1 Sam. 23:26-29

-

Jonathan warns David of Saul’s plot
Jonathan defends David to his father, Saul
Michal warns David of Saul’s plot
God spares David
Jonathan again warns David of Saul’s plot
David delivered through ephod warning at Keilah
God continually spares David from Saul
David delivered because of Philistine attack on Saul

Lesson: People, leaders, governments, or organizations can’t frustrate God’s plan for
my life.
(cf. Genesis 31:6-7)
Romans 8:31
If God is for us, who can be against us?

Lessons #2

Submission to Authority

1 Samuel 24:5-7
Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. 6He said to
his men, "The LORD forbid that I should do such a thing to my master, the LORD'S anointed, or
lift my hand against him; for he is the anointed of the LORD." 7With these words David rebuked
his men and did not allow them to attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and went his way…May
the LORD judge between you and me. And may the LORD avenge the wrongs you have done to
me, but my hand will not touch you.
1 Samuel 26:9-11
But David said to Abishai, "Don't destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the LORD'S anointed
and be guiltless? 10As surely as the LORD lives," he said, "the LORD himself will strike him;
either his time will come and he will die, or he will go into battle and perish. 11But the LORD
forbid that I should lay a hand on the LORD'S anointed. Now get the spear and water jug that
are near his head, and let's go."
1 Samuel 26:22-24
"Here is the king's spear," David answered. "Let one of your young men come over and get it.
23The LORD rewards every man for his righteousness and faithfulness. The LORD delivered you
into my hands today, but I would not lay a hand on the LORD'S anointed. 24As surely as I
valued your life today, so may the LORD value my life and deliver me from all trouble."

Lesson: Leaders are God-appointed and therefore I submit to them, even if they seek to do me
wrong, trusting that God will remove them and/or correct/repay them at the proper
time. (cf. John 19:10-11; Romans 13:1-2; Hebrews 13:17)
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